CHAPTER XIX

PHILOSOPHY

Innumerable references to philosophical doctrines in the v/ritinu^ r f rhc IVK:
throw a flood cf light on the metaphysical speculations current during the p< \fs
time. By bringing together the data furnished by KalidJsa it will be possible
to build up a readable account of the contemporary philosophy. Almost all the
^schools of Indian philosophy, the Sankhya, Vedanta, Mtmiimsa, Vaiscsifo, Nyaya
ard Y< g?, have been alluded to by the poet, and \ve shall treat of them in the
following pages, one by one.

Sdtiklya

Kalidasa seems to accept the Sankhya-yoga view of the nature of the universe.
The three constituents of Nature, Stiff w (light), Rajas (activity) and lamas (inertia)
have found constant mention in his works1. The mystic three or the triad
of gunas {trlgmialj] residing in Prakrti (pnikrthtlwnr} are the Sattva, Rajas and
Tamas8, Prakrti is the state of a perfect equipoise of these threes/A?/1. The three
gunas have been explained in the lattva Samasa, a text book of the Sankhya school,
in the folio wing manner: By the triad of gunas is meant the 'tbreegitnas.*

Triad of Qualities

Goodness is endlessly diversified accordingly as it is exemplified in calmness,
lightness, complacency, attainment of wishes, kindliness, contentment, patience,
joys and the like; summarily it consists of happiness. Foulness is endlessly
diversified, accordingly as it is exemplified in grief, distress, separation, excite-
ment, anxiety, fault-finding, and the like; summarily it consists of pain* Dark-
ness is endlessly diversified, accordingly as it is exemplified in envelopment,
ignorance, disgust, abjectness, heaviness, sloth, drowsiness, intoxication and
the like; summarily it consists of delusion.

Prakrti

The triad of gunas is a term familiar to all the systems of Hindu philosophy.
The life of man with all its virtues, motives, feelings, passions, aspirations and
actions of all kinds are supposed to have been generated from the three gunas5.
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